Welfare aspects of the transport by road of sheep and pigs.
That transport can be stressful to pigs and sheep has been inferred from behavioral and physiological measurements. Duration of journey is more likely to cause stress in pigs than in sheep, but loading and the start of travel are stressful to both. Vibration, related to vehicle design, and the jolting, shocks, and sudden impacts caused by road conditions and manner of driving, are probably of more importance than noise. Ventilation and stocking density can modulate the effects of ambient temperature, which may influence meat quality in pigs. Deprivation of food and water does not appear to stress sheep unduly, but this can become a serious welfare concern in the case of pigs. However, most journeys undertaken by pigs in the European Union are relatively short. In sheep, transport may follow soon after other stressful experiences such as weaning, shearing, handling, or marketing; the interaction of these factors in causing cumulative stress has not been studied. In pigs, fighting after the mixing of previously unacquainted animals is well known to be a welfare issue that can compromise meat quality. Considering the public interest in livestock transport and the large amounts of money involved, surprisingly little research has been done in the area, and more is urgently needed for legislation and welfare codes to be soundly based on scientific knowledge.